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Downtown Lodge #86 meets every 4th Monday 7:30 pm at: 450 S. Tucson Blvd. Tucson, AZ 

Dark: July & August 
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Articles of Pedestal Officers 

By WB Aaron Feagly, Worshipful Master Downtown 86 
Greetings brethren! 

There are countless other fraternal organizations, besides Freemasonry, around the world.  Indeed, there are 
countless other fraternal organizations that promote and encourage, and even have as their core purpose, 
charitable and philanthropic works.   But, Freemasonry is set apart from all the others by our ritual.  It is what 
defines us.   It is what makes a Mason a Mason.   

For generations, our ritual was carefully passed down, primarily by word of mouth, that future generations of 
Freemasons might benefit.  I admit that memorization of the ritual is only a portion of the work; true 
understanding and application to our daily lives being the end goal, but I believe it is a necessary first step.  
Through memorization we have the ability to call upon the words when needed.  Through countless repetition, it 
is nearly impossible to not reflect upon our own journey and progress, as well as help shed light on those aspects 
of our life where the common gavel might still be put to good use.   

We owe it to future Masons to continue the good work passed down to us from our predecessors, and we owe it 
to ourselves to continue the good work we started when we knocked upon the door.  There are other benefits 
that come with the performance of our ritual.  There are few things as gratifying, in my humble opinion, as 
conferring a degree, giving a lecture, or delivering some other portion of our ritual and making it come alive for 
the candidate.  You are able to simultaneously relive and reflect upon your own experiences while passing on a 
life-changing base of knowledge.   

I encourage each of you to continue your growth through our ritual.  Renew any previous plans or goals you may 
have had.   Pick a portion of our ritual that speaks to you and pour yourself into it.  Do some research, ask 
questions, and learn the words.  The benefits will be many, to you, your lodge in particular and Freemasonry in 
general.   

Fraternally, 

Aaron M.  Feagley, Worshipful Master 
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By Brother David Morganflash, Senior Warden Downtown 86 
From the West. 

Fall of the year is upon us.  The feeling that we must hurry to prepare for winter is inside me, pushing me to 
ready myself for winter before it is too late.  This feeling must come from my childhood spent in Alaska because 
we do not have much of a winter to prepare for here in Arizona.   

I will use this feeling inside me to help push me into our winter in Lodge.  We have many things to prepare for 
and to do before winter is here.  As I write this my thoughts are wandering to all the things we need to do and 
the order in which they need to get done.   

Summer has been great and some good times were had with the brothers but winter is fast approaching and 
there is work to be done so I will sign off from the West for now and get back to my books and planning.  See 
you in Lodge, Brethren! 

Brother David Morganflash SW  

Additional words for reflection recommended by Brother David Morganflash:  

Fall Reunion  
By Arthur R. Herrmann 
 
Now that the summer days are past, 
The call to Labor comes at last, 
And parted brothers, in the Fall, 
Assemble for the lodge roll-call. 
 
Once more the gavel sounds the cue 
For friends and brothers, tried and true, 
To meet on Level, Plumb and Square- 
Their joys and sorrows each to share. 
 
O, brothers of the Mystic Tic, 
So many tasks before us lie 
Ere war and strife on earth doth cease 
And Brotherhood brings joy and peace. 
 
So let us labor-let us strive 
To keep our Mason’s way alive; 
Ours is the duty-ours the right 
To help shed darkness, spread the Light!  
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By WB Chris Jordan, Junior Warden Downtown 86 
FROM THE SOUTH 

Brethren, moving forward in the Masonic year it's time to prepare for elections.  The officers of the lodge are tasked with many 
duties that are essential to the lodge.  One of the most important tasks they carry is learning the ritual and performing it for the 
candidates.  And this is something that anyone can participate in.  So I urge all members to pull out their ritual books and learn 
something new.  All of us have many obligations outside of lodge, but many of us can make the time to help better the lodge.  This is 
one easy way everyone can be a part of improving the lodge.  

WB Chris Jordan, JW 

 

 

Articles of Appointed Officers 

Quips, Thoughts and Meanderings of my mind on Masonry: Without the darkness within us, how would we learn 
to recognize the light?  Negative thoughts are a part of ever living being.  To pretend that the darkness does not 
exist is to create an opportunity for it to escape.  Through the lessons of Freemasonry, we learn to identify our 
darkness enabling us to see and spread the light. 

-A Worshipful Brother 

 

By WB Gustavo Portillo, Secretary Downtown 86 
Brethren,  

Now that summer comes to an end and the Lodge business resumes, it looks like we are going to get busy.  We 
are receiving petitions for membership and there are other individuals knocking at our door asking questions 
about our Fraternity. 

These new individuals will be coming to meet our members to start getting acquainted with us. So let them 
know what it feels to be part of our Fraternity and hopefully, when they complete the time stipulated for the 
application requirements, they will feel that they have come to in the right place.  

Remember: “You will get out of Lodge everything which you put into it.” 

Stay safe, my Brothers. 

WB Gus Portillo, Secretary 
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By WB William Hole, Chaplain Downtown 86 
 

INTRODUCTION TO FREEMASONRY 
PART 2 

EARLY HISTORY (continued) 
 

 Between the downfall of Rome and the rise of Gothic architecture we know very little of what happened 
to the builders' Collegia.  Some of the expelled builders found refuge on the ISLAND of Comacina in Lake Como, 
Italy, and for generations kept the traditions and secrets of their art alive until the world was again ready for 
Master Builders. 

 All this can be found in Leader Scott's book, Cathedral Builders:  The Story of a Great Masonic Guild.  The 
author states that the Comacine Masters "were a link between the classic Collegia and all other trade guilds of 
the Middle Ages.  They were Freemasons because they were builders of a privileged class, absolved from taxes 
and servitude and free to travel about in times of feudal bondage." 

 During the Middle Ages we find two distinct classes of Masons; the Guild Masons which were like the 
Guild carpenters or weavers or merchants and were local in character, and regulated by law.  The Freemasons 
were not a local guild as above, and traveled from city to city as their services were needed to design and build 
the beautiful cathedrals and churches, some of which still stand today. 

 It is not a proven fact that the Freemasons of the Middle Ages were direct descendants through the 
Comacine Masters of the Collegia of the Architects of Rome, but there exists too much evidence of a similar 
structure, ideal and purpose, and too many similarities of symbol, tools and custom to dismiss the idea simply 
we have no written record covering the time of their expulsion from Rome and the beginning of the cathedral 
building age. 

 Still, the operative builders and designers of the cathedrals of Europe wee an older Order than the Guild 
Masons.  It is from these Freemasons - free of the Guild and free of the local laws that the Freemasonry of today 
has come.  As an aside, the historian, Findel, finds that the name "Freemason" first appears as early as 1212 and 
that the name also occurs in 1375 in the history of the Company of Masons of the City of London.  (To be 
continued). 

 

(From Introduction to Freemasonry by Carl H. Claudy, © 1931) 
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Articles of Lodge Members 

By Brother Glenn Morgan 
Spotlight - Notable Mason: Benjamin Franklin 

Brothers: 

Most of us have grown up reading about Bro. Ben, and his endlessly quotable comments on all subjects are well known.  I 
would like to take a slightly different tack for this article.  

While Bro. Ben is known for his many accomplishments in life, I propose we have a glimpse at one of the underpinning 
reasons for that success; his plan of the 13 virtues.  

He started this path in his early twenties prior to joining the Fraternity, yet they have a familiar feel, showing that in all ages 
they dovetail into the ideals and aspirations of making good men better men.  The rules below are taken from his 
autobiography which was written near the end of his life.  

Benjamin Franklin's rules of virtue: 

1. Temperance - Eat not to dullness, drink not to elevation.  
2. Silence - Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself, avoid trifling conversations.  
3. Order - Let all your things have their places; let each part of your business have its time. 
4. Resolution - Resolve to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you resolve.  
5. Frugality - Make no expense but to do good  to others or yourself; i.e. waste nothing.  
6. Industry - Lose no time; be always employed in something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions.  
7. Sincerity - Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly, and if you speak, speak accordingly.  
8. Justice - Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting the benefits that are your duty. 
9. Moderation - Avoid extremes; forbear resenting injuries so much as you think they deserve.  
10. Cleanliness - Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, clothes, or habituation. 
11. Tranquility - Be not disturbed at trifles. or at accidents common or unavoidable.  
12. Chastity - Rarely use venery (intercourse) but for health or offspring, never to dullness, weakness, or the 

injury of your own or another's peace or reputation.  
13. Humility - Imitate Jesus and Socrates.  

While it seems an insurmountable task to frame one's life and behavior on this model, take heart Brothers.  Even Bro. Ben 
attempted no more than one of these per week.  He was also the first to admit the he failed many times but felt that the 
attempt had improved his behaviors. 

The 13 virtues are the single longest subject in his autobiography showing its importance to Bro. Ben, and his hope that "I 
hope, therefore, that some of my descendants may follow the example and reap the benefit."  Perhaps we, Brothers 
through the ages, can do just that.  

Fraternal Regards, 

Bro. Glenn Morgan 
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By Worshipful Brother Art Del Cueto 
G.’. B.’. T.’. T.’. G.’. A.’. O.’. T.’. U.’. 

Illus.'.  Dig.'. and Resp.'. Lodge.'. 

B.’.  B.’. 

LOOKING AT MASONRY IN A FUN WAY. 

Watching a famous classic movie with my 5 year old daughter, your attention is turned to the part where the 
companions travel on that famous yellow brick road.  Yes, I refer to that wonderful movie, The Wizard of Oz, 
where Dorothy, the Scarecrow with a body made of hay, a forest Tin Man without a heart, and a Cowardly Lion 
who lacks courage to attack.  Together they undertake the journey to the Emerald City and realize that which 
they often seem to be missing is what it takes to overcome each of the difficulties of the journey.  

The Scarecrow has hay for brains, and seems to be incapable of thinking, or of being prudent in his actions, 
however, he is the one whose actions are wise in the midst of any danger, and while yearning for intellectual 
fire, “the light of reason”, the only thing that terrifies him most is fire, which can consume him. 

The Tin man has no heart and certainly can't feel any emotions. Yet he is so sensitive, emotionally, that his own 
tears rendered his limbs stiff, leaving him crippled. 

The Cowardly Lion, who is afraid of every creature of the earth, and yet with his strength and courage, manages 
to save everyone from physical dangers. 

Last, and obviously not least, and being the most important character of all, is Dorothy.  In search of truth and 
justice, she began the journey to the Emerald City and comes to judge the Wizard of Oz, and in turn shows her 
companions those virtues which they believed they lacked were actually the virtues that led to their victory.  

The Scarecrow showed his prudence of mind and wise actions; the Tin Man, his temperance of sentiments; the 
Cowardly Lion, his strength and actions; and Dorothy, who found  justice, her ability to appreciate and recognize 
the truth.  

Freemasonry knows that man is not invulnerable to temptations and weaknesses throughout our life's journey 
on earth.  We also have those fires of which we are scared.  We often cry, although we try to portray a tough 
exterior, and thus, at times, makes us feel crippled.  However, it is well known that perseverance and some 
stubbornness of the spirit, becomes an effective way to find some truth.  As Masons we are taught to continue 
forward, shaping our rough ashlar and with time, patience, courage and strength, we can all strengthen our 
virtues and be prepared for that Emerald City. 
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By Brother Glenn Morgan 
A Brother Asks: Is there a reason why many Lodges are built on the 2nd or higher floor of buildings? 

Answer:  This practice is more common on the East coast of the USA and in the United Kingdom. It is of ancient 
origin and appears to have both practical and symbolic reasons. The most accepted answer is that they were built 
on the upper floors to increase security and to make it easier to Tyle the Lodge by reducing access to the Lodge 
via a staircase. There is no legislation in AZ to require this, but one Lodge in particular fits this scenario:  Mount 
Moriah Lodge #19 in Douglas.  

I would hazard the opinion that the older a Lodge is may be an important factor. Older buildings in general were 
poorly heated in winter, and since heat rises, there may have been an advantage to capture that additional heat 
in the upper spaces that would be occupied. 

 Glenn Morgan 

 

 

Words from Appendant Bodies 

From the Shriners 
Sabbar Shriners have some big parades coming in October. On the 6th Sabbar Shrine will be down in Willcox AZ 
for the Rex Allen Days parade.  The Rex Allen Days, Downtown, Keiller Park, and Quail Drive Sports Park in 
Willcox, AZ 85643, will occur on October 6-7, 2018 and is expected to draw 12,000 or more visitors, featuring 
the Shrine Parade, car and motorcycle show, concerts, rodeo, carnival, food booths and exhibits. No admission 
fee for the Shrine Parade.  Parade start time TBA.   

On the 19th through the 21st of October, 2018,  the Tombstone Helldorado Days occur.  On Sunday, October 
21st, the parade, which includes the Shriners, kicks off at 11:00 a.m.  It is a "Jovial Celebration" with too many 
"Rip Roaring" events to mention during the three day celebration. 

And on the Shrine Parade will be a part of the White Elephant Parade on the 27th of October in Green Valley, 
AZ.  Parades starts at 10:00 a.m. and continues until noon.  

Come on out!  Bring the family and enjoy some great weather and fun.  It’s a great way to meet the community. 

From Noble Toby Thomas 

 

 



 

Trestleboard – October 2018 

 

DOWNTOWN LODGE #86 
Free & Accepted Masons of Arizona 

 

 
Page 9 of 11 

From the Ladies Oriental Shrine of North America in Tucson 
I wanted to thank all the Masonic brothers and sisters for joining me at Chef Alisah's on September 6th to 
celebrate my 50th birthday.  A total of 16 people came and we had such a blast. 

The Ladies Oriental Shrine of N.A. are gearing up for a busy fall.  Each month on the 3rd Tuesday ladies get 
together doing projects for the children at the Shriner's Hospitals.  We'd love to have other ladies come and join 
and you don't have to be a member to pitch in.  Please contact Lady Catherine McLarnan, 520.999.0068 or 
email: katemc.losaz19@gmail.com for more information. 

The ladies and the gentlemen we can kindly convince help us with our major fundraiser, which is working the U 
of A football games concession stand along side members from the Order Of The Amaranth.  We could always 
use some extra help and you'll earn money for your specific organization.  

Next week in Seattle, Washington, the ladies are going to the Western Area Organized Unit Meet.   

It's parade season of course, and our first parade will be October 6th for Rex Allen Days.  Then on the 21st we 
will be going to Helldorado and on the 27th to Green Valley.  Come out and join us in the fun. 

We would love to have more ladies join us at court and if you don't have a Masonic connection, that's ok.  I can 
discuss what you need for membership. 

Welcome to fall everyone. 

Lady Shriner hugs, 
 
Lady Catherine McLarnan, 
Princess, Oasis Court #75 
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Masonic Birthdates 

October: 
 Br. Bradley Miller, 2002 
 WB Chris Jordan, 2011 
 WB Gustavo Portillo, 2002 
 WB Lew “Shorty” Ivy, 1988 

November: 
        None 

Committee & Contact Information 

Officer/Committee Title Contact Name Contact Email Address Contact Phone Number 
Worshipful Master WB Aaron Feagly figs981@gmail.com (520) 549-8292 
Senior Warden Bro. Dave Morganflash dmorganflash@hotmail.com (520) 272-0786 
Junior Warden WB Chris Jordan cjordan512@gmail.com  (512) 825-6157 
Secretary WB Gus Portillo woodyman9@yahoo.com (520) 437-1106 
Social Committee Bro. Marcos Castro mcast3.mc@gmal.com (520) 358-1975 
Education Committee WB Chris Jordan cjordan512@gmail.com  (512) 825-6157 
E-Communication Committee Bro. Timothy Strasser tbstrasser@gmail.com (520) 780-6417 
Advertising Committee WB William Hole bilpuka@yahoo.com (520) 869-8311 

 

2017-2018 Downtown 86 Lodge Line-up 

Position / Station Name  Trustee (Yr) Name 
Worshipful Master WB Aaron Feagly  1 WB Art Del Cueto 
Senior Warden Bro. Dave Morganflash  2 WB Pat Zech 
Junior Warden WB Chris Jordan  3 WB Eric Dupree 
Treasurer WB Jason Stryker    
Secretary WB Gus Portillo    
Chaplain WB Bil Hole    
Marshall Bro. Nick Dacus    
Senior Deacon Bro. Tony Kincheloe    
Junior Deacon Bro. Toby Thomas    
Senior Steward Bro. Mark Jaime    
Junior Steward Bro. Timothy Strasser    
Tiler WB Lew “Shorty” Ivy    
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Upcoming Events 

Please see our most complete calendar of events at:  www.downtown86.com/meet-dt86 

Sickness & Distress 

There is health and happiness in the lodge, however, this does not mean there is peace or contentment in all 
corners. If you or a loved one are suffering from an illness or are in any kind of distress, please reach out to our 
Worshipful Master Aaron Feagly at: (520) 549-8292 or figs981@gmail.com. 
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